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Bio: 

My name is Jordan Johnston, and I am the new Head Coach at Jacksonville High School. This 

program is about to go to another level and I cannot wait to get started. With our talented players, 

incredible coaching staff, and new facilities, we have a chance to do something special here. Just so you 

guys can get to know me, I’m going to share a few things about my life and how I grew up. 

Early/High School Years 

 As early as I can remember, I’ve always loved football. My dad (Paul Johnston) became the Head 

Football Coach of the Bald Knob Bulldogs not too long after I was born. As early as I could walk and talk, I 

was always out at practice, I was the ball boy during the high school and Jr. High games, and I always 

tried to be in the coaches’ office as much as I could. I also remember becoming a huge Broncos fan in 

1999-2000 when John Elway, Shannon Sharpe, Rod Smith, etc. all played for them and won back to back 

super bowls. I was glued to the TV on NFL Sundays. 

 I loved other sports as well. I’ve always been a huge Kobe Bryant fan just for his effort, tenacity, 

and “go getter” mentality. I’m also a huge Chicago Cubs fan. Just about every day during the summer 

and early fall, I would catch the games on WGN. I’ve seen them play about 10 times in person and plan 

to go back plenty more times.  

 

 

 

 



I played all 3 sports (football, basketball, baseball) in peewee, middle school, yr. high, and sr. 

high. You could probably say I am a big fan of multisport athletes. It helped me that I did that, because I 

never had a major injury and never missed a game in any sport. It taught me to be versatile and 

developed my skills that I wouldn’t have learned otherwise. Lebron James, Allen Iverson, Odell 

Beckham, and Mike Trout were all multisport athletes just to name a few, so I don’t think “specializing” 

is a very good idea, especially in high school.  

 

 

 

In high school, we enjoyed a good run of success. My junior year, we went undefeated in the 

regular season for the first time in school history and finished 13-1 with a loss to nationally ranked 

Shiloh Christian in the semifinals. We also set a new state record for team interceptions that year with 

37, which is an unreal stat. My senior year, we finished 10-2 with a loss in the quarter finals. During that 

time, I earned all-conference honors my sophomore, junior, and senior years. I also earned all-state 

honors and was voted to play in the All-Star game in Fayetteville. I ended up with 29 career sacks and 

over 2500 yards in all-purpose offense. 

 

 



College  

After High School, I went to play for the Arkansas State Red Wolves. My dad played there as well 

and I grew up a huge fan, so it was an awesome experience for me. I played tight end/H-Back/ and slot 

receiver there under Hugh Freeze and Gus Malzahn. I learned 2 different spread offenses under great 

SEC caliber coaches. I still have connections with some of those staffs today and still learn a great deal 

from them.  

 

 

 

 

After college, I took my first coaching job with a small school in Northeast Arkansas named 

Cedar Ridge. The school had only been to the playoffs once before and had only posted a winning record 

a couple of times in school history. That year (2015) we finished the regular season 7-3 and lost in the 

first round to Lamar.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The next year, I was offered a position at Marion High School that I couldn’t turn down. I was 

offensive coordinator and an assistant baseball coach. At the time, Jed Davis had just gotten hired and 

the Marion football program numbers were in the low 30’s. By the time we got to work and started 

building our program, we consistently had 60-70 kids out which was awesome. We ended up hosting 

back to back playoff games for the first time in a while. I learned how to build a program from the 

ground up from a great motivator in Coach Davis. During that time, we were able to do some pretty 

awesome stuff with the kids. We took them to Florida State, LSU, and Ole Miss 7 on 7 camps. When we 

went to Florida and Louisiana, we took the kids to the beach which was really cool because most of 

them had never been to the beach or seen the ocean. Most of them had never been in big college 

stadiums or facilities either, so this was an eye-opening experience for them that they’ll probably never 

forget. We also did a father-son retreat with the seniors as well as a “Band of Brothers” camp where we 

rented out a huge cabin, took their phones away, practiced, completed team building activities, and had 

some outdoors fun. My hope is to do something like this next summer with our players at Jacksonville. 

 

 

 



 As I got a little older, Elliott and I decided it was time to move closer to one another. I took a job 

at Riverview High School in Searcy to get closer to her. We ended up getting married December 29th, 

2018.  

 

 

And now, I get a chance to be the head coach at Jacksonville. During my short time here, I’ve 

gotten to know the players and coaches very well. We have great kids and coaches here to work with. 

We will create a family atmosphere, hold each other accountable, and learn how to compete. There will 

need to be some changes made, but before it’s all said and done, I believe the Jacksonville Titans will 

have a football program to be proud of. Let’s get this thing rolling. Go Titans! 

 


