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TO:            PRESIDENT DR. W. JOSEPH KING, LYONS COLLEGE 

 

FROM:        DuShun Scarbrough, Executive Director 

 

RE:              Request for Meeting 

 

 

Nonviolence seeks to win friendship and understanding.  The end result of  

nonviolence is redemption and reconciliation. 

 

-Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

The mission of the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission, a division of the 

Arkansas Department of Education, is to promote and preserve the life and legacy 

of Dr. King in our state; and to promote the principles of nonviolence and equality 

among all citizens.  Our community outreach projects are designed to promote 

education, an appreciation for history, and to encourage youth to engage in positive 

leadership development and roles within their communities.  

 

As the Executive Director of the Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission, I 

would like to extend the branch of reconciliation by setting up a meeting to amicably 

discuss your recent comments which have caused great concern within the Batesville 

community and across the state.  While the comments were your own opinion and 

possibly not intended as they were communicated, they were received as offensive 

and hurtful and unbecoming of an educational leader with your educational 

accomplishments.   The comments have caused great concern amongst Batesville 

residents, alumni, and stakeholders of Lyons College from across the state. 
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The Arkansas Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission has experienced positive 

relationships and interactions with Lyons College in the past and looks forward to 

meeting with you to allow space to hear your reflections and your experiences.   The 

Commission has also worked with several cities across the state to dispel negative 

stereotypes that have hovered them for years nationally as the result of media 

coverage of the negative actions of a few people. As this was national publication, 

we are concerned that the comments further damage the image of the state by 

unjustly categorizing residents outside of Batesville, many of whom support Lyons 

College and its mission.  

 

During his lifetime, Dr. King believed in building the “Beloved Community,” where 

all were valued, respected and loved.”   As a College president, we feel that it is 

important to promote Arkansas as a place where people feel valued and welcomed, 

regardless of their political position or place of residence in the state. We want Lyons 

College to continue to remain a selection for Higher education for students from 

across the state who do not feel “labeled” or “branded” as a result of a conversation 

that was possibly taken out of context. 

 

In the spirit of Dr. King, I would like the opportunity to sit down with you for a 

“Crucial Conversation “to discuss the feelings and basis that shaped your comments.  

Please provide the first available times and dates to meet at your earliest 

convenience. I am also inviting members of the community including the Mayor, 

Police Chief, and a local resident who is also a Commissioner for the Arkansas 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at my office at (501) 683-

1300 or on my cell, (850) 345-0844. 

 

 

Respectfully,  

  

DuShun Scarbrough, Executive Director 

 

 
 


